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some of the most needy children will received
it.

Mr. McNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
LEWIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 586, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
O 1545

CONCERNING PARTICIPATION OF
TAIWAN IN WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
428) concerning the participation of
Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION
OF TAIWAN IN THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION (WHO).

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Good health is important to every citizen
of the world and access to the highest standards
of health information and services is necessary
to improve the public health.

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation in
international health cooperation forums and
programs is beneficial for all parts of the world,
especially with today’s greater potential for the
cross-border spread of various infectious dis-
eases such as the human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), tuberculosis, and malaria.

(3) Taiwan’s population of 23,500,000 people is
larger than that of % of the member states al-
ready in the World Health Organization (WHO).

(4) Taiwan’s achievements in the field of
health are substantial, including one of the
highest life expectancy levels in Asia, maternal
and infant mortality rates comparable to those
of western countries, the eradication of such in-
fectious diseases as cholera, smallpox, and the
plague, and the first to eradicate polio and pro-
vide children with hepatitis B vaccinations.

(5) The United States Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and its Taiwan counterpart
agencies have enjoyed close collaboration on a
wide range of public health issues.

(6) In recent years Taiwan has expressed a
willingness to assist financially and technically
in international aid and health activities sup-
ported by the WHO.

(7) On January 14, 2001, an earthquake, reg-
istering between 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter scale,
struck El Salvador. In response, the Taiwanese
government sent 2 rescue teams, consisting of 90
individuals specializing in firefighting, medi-
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cine, and civil engineering. The Taiwanese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs also donated $200,000 in
relief aid to the Salvadoran Government.

(8) The World Health Assembly has allowed
observers to participate in the activities of the
organization, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization in 1974, the Order of Malta, and
the Holy See in the early 1950’s.

(9) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan Pol-
icy Review, declared its intention to support
Taiwan’s participation in appropriate inter-
national organizations.

(10) Public Law 106-137 required the Secretary
of State to submit a report to the Congress on ef-
forts by the executive branch to support Tai-
wan’s participation in international organiza-
tions, in particular the WHO.

(11) In light of all benefits that Taiwan’s par-
ticipation in the WHO can bring to the state of
health not only in Taiwan, but also regionally
and globally, Taiwan and its 23,500,000 people
should have appropriate and meaningful par-
ticipation in the WHO.

(b) PLAN.—The Secretary of State is author-
ized—

(1) to initiate a United States plan to endorse
and obtain observer status for Taiwan at the
annual week-long summit of the World Health
Assembly in May 2001 in Geneva, Switzerland;
and

(2) to instruct the United States delegation to
Geneva to implement that plan.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 14 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of State shall submit a written report to the
Congress in unclassified form containing the
plan authorized under subsection (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARR of Georgia). Pursuant to the rule,
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH)
and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 428.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
this legislation which would authorize
the administration to initiate a plan to
endorse and obtain observer status for
Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion during the May 2001 World Health
Assembly in Geneva.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) for sponsoring this resolu-
tion. It should be stressed that nothing
in this bill implies a change in this
country’s one China policy, which has
been based for over 30 years on three
communiques and the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act. At the same time, however,
care should be taken not to arbitrarily
exclude the 23 million people of Taiwan
from appropriate economic and human-
itarian venues.

Mr. Speaker, the House previously
passed this bill 407-0 on April 24. Today
we are considering the legislation as
amended by the Senate. We should sup-
port it for at least two reasons:

First, Taiwan’s participation in the
WHO will advance the cause of public
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health worldwide. In January, Taiwan
played an important role in providing
relief to earthquake victims in El1 Sal-
vador. By gaining observer status at
the WHO, Taiwan will be able to par-
ticipate more meaningfully in meeting
its, and our, global health challenges in
the future. Disease and national disas-
ters know no borders.

Secondly, where sovereignty is not at
issue, Taiwan’s participation in inter-
national organizations makes common
sense. Taiwan thrives economically
and politically. Economically, Taiwan
has raised the standard of living on a
more equalitarian basis than any de-
veloping country over the past half
century.

Politically, reminiscent of Sun Yat-
Sen’s call for staged democratic devel-
opment, Taiwan has moved, particu-
larly over the past two decades, to ex-
pand and refine representative democ-
racy. Today it is a model for the world.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate has modified
this bill to reflect the concerns of the
senior Senator from the State of Utah,
Mr. HATCH. The bill now authorizes
rather than requires the Secretary of
State to formulate and pursue a plan
to win observer status for Taiwan in
the World Health Organization. The ad-
ministration supports this change, and
I urge that the House do so as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr.
from

Speaker, I thank the gentleman
Iowa (Mr. LEACH) for his good
work on this issue. On May 20 of last
year, Chen Shui-bian was sworn in as
President of Taiwan. This was an his-
toric event, the first major transfer of
power between rival political parties in
that nation’s history.

Mature democracies like the United
States take such political transitions
for granted, but the peaceful exchange
of power is a rare democratic legacy.
Taiwan now shares this privilege. Tai-
wan has evolved into a stable, pros-
perous nation governed by the rule of
law. Taiwan’s 40-year journey toward
democracy is a success story. We
should acknowledge and reward that
progress and celebrate it.

Mr. Speaker, to this end, I introduced
H.R. 428, which would authorize our
U.S. Department of State to initiate a
plan to endorse and obtain observer
status for Taiwan in this year’s World
Health Assembly. Ninety-two of my
colleagues have cosponsored this bill
fostering Taiwan’s participation in the
World Health Assembly. This is a mod-
est step, but a meaningful one. Ob-
server status in the WHA does not re-
quire statehood, in fact the PLO, the
Order of Malta, the Vatican, and Ro-
tary International all have observer
status in Geneva at the WHA, but pass-
ing this bill will be a significant vic-
tory for every Taiwanese citizen and
for every American who cares about
human rights.

Children and families suffer from the
effects of inadequate health -care,



